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“My people will live in peaceful dwelling places, in secure homes, in undisturbed places of rest.” Isaiah 32: 18
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Words From The Editor
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“N egative equity” is not a term with positive connotations. It has been used to describe new immigrants
from the Mainland and people living on the government’s assistance. They are blamed for hindering
Hong Kong's development and increasing the burden on the society. Undeniably, some new immigrants and
socially vulnerable groups are the beneficiaries of society, but The Salvation Army believes that the beauty of
human nature is revealed when we help each other and the people in distress. Nevertheless, we find it equally
important to help those beneficiaries build up their confidence and reignite their hopes in life.

In this issue, Feature and Focus tell the stories of a new immigrant student, Ashley and a CSSA receiver, Mr.
Ng. Initially, both were beneficiaries. However under the guidance of The Salvation Army, they started to serve
the people around them, and gradually transformed themselves into active givers. Throughout the process, they
were inspired and well-equipped, ready to contribute more to society. '
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Able to Dream Able fo Help
Non-Local Students Service at William Boo’rh Secondqry School
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any people wish to climb the social ladder.

Many of us are willing to leave our comfort zone
in order to seek greener pastures. Four years ago
Ashley Sin chose to give up her spacious home and
stable life in order to migrate to Hong Kong with her
younger sister in search of a better career and more
opportunities to travel around the world.

As a new immigrant, it took Ashley some time to get
used to the new environment. On her first day at The
Salvation Army William Booth Secondary School, she
got lost and stood still in the corridor, not knowing
what to do. Fortunately, the school has initiated
the “Newcomers’ Club” for students with the same
background in order to adapt to the Hong Kong lifestyle
together. As a result of joining the club, Ashley learnt
many things such as traditional Chinese characters,
local community facilities, and even information about
fines for littering. It helped to speed up her adaptation
process.

Positive “labeling” effect

A group of new immigrants can easily be labeled.
However, Ashley does not regard this as something
negative because the mutual support among students
and the special care given by the teachers have helped
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the students to adapt to the local education system
effortlessly. They are now given more opportunities to
use and showcase their talents.

Her teacher, Mr. Chen Kwok Yung, is responsible
for leading the new immigrants. He says a “sense of
attachment” is vital for young people. Students with
the same background can quickly build friendships
by helping and supporting one another. Chen also
emphasises that students can strengthen their “sense
of existence” through carrying out duties. They are able
to find their values at school, thus feeling recognised
and accepted.

Ashley has just spent four years in this school.
Accompanied by the teachers and her schoolmates,
Ashley has not only successfully adapted to the life in
Hong Kong, but has also gradually built up her self-
confidence. This year, she has even taken up the post
of president of the “Newcomers’ Club”, serving the new
immigrants and helping them through sharing her own
experience.

When the helped becomes the helper
Ashley is a very enthusiastic and confident girl, but

PR CREREER

Ashley Sin’s ambition is to travel around the world.
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she does not come from an affluent background. Her

(=] RATERABIIEZEENM  mother is a kitchen helper, earning just enough to
T EROE A TECEES ) A8 make ends meet. Without any pocket money, Ashley

By BE-WRECLISHE =@y mustwalkto school everyday. She even volunteers as
SmEsNAEEE, FEEIEL (GRS | a “Lunch Prefect” in order to get free lunch provided

§§5£ BN ERBENEE by her school. Ashley believes such an impoverished
BN ‘\ - life is a necessary journey before embarking on a

promising and positive future, she never complains,
rather, she faces her situation positively.

Ashley stresses that she was not born “outgoing and
confident”. She only achieved so much because she
has been given many opportunities at school through
which she came to realise her abilities, which grew her
self-confidence. As she was one of the beneficiaries,
in spite of the possible influence on her studies, Ashley
was willing to take up greater responsibilities as the
president of the “Newcomers’ Club”, determined to use
her resources and abilities to serve others in need. '
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As she was one of the beneficiaries, in spite of the possible

influence on her studies, Ashley was willing to take up the greater
responsibilities such as becoming the president of the “Newcomers’
Club”, with an aim to using her abilities to serve others in need.
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‘sense of attachment” is vital for young people. Students with the same

background can quickly build friendships by helping and supporting one another.
Students can strengthen their “sense of existence” through carrying out duties. They
are able to find their values at school, thus being recognised and accepted.
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Helplng Isolated Elderly Better Their Homes
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ncle Siu and his wife depend on each other. At
the age of 86, he is in good health and is able
to cook everyday. They live a simple life, sweet and

happy.

Buying food, cooking and washing dishes are
probably the most strenuous of Uncle Siu’s daily
routine. However, what bothers him and his wife most
was the plaster just above their stove in their worn
out apartment which was peeling-off. Not only did
they have to clean the stove and eating utensils more
frequently, they also had to pay extra attention to the
peeling plaster to ensure that it would not become an
“additional ingredient” to their food, which affected
their health.

Uncle Siu said that the peeling plaster was a worrying
inconvenience which made them feel uncomfortable.
Through hard work and savings, Uncle Siu and his
wife bought this current apartment. Having been
retired over two decades, they have almost used up
all of their savings. They did think of hiring a worker
to fix the plaster, but they were worried that the
expenses would gradually become unaffordable once
the project commenced. They decided to just tolerate
this issue.

Relatives far in the Mainland

All of Uncle Siu’s relatives live in the Mainland. They
periodically keep in touch via telephone; or come
to visit him once in a while. Through old age, Uncle
Siu’s hearing is deteriorating, and Mrs. Siu has
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Uncle Siu can finally cook with ease after the ceiling
has been repaired.
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difficulty with movement mobility. The Salvation Army
Yaumatei Multi-service Centre for Senior Citizens
was introduced to the couple during a volunteer home
visit and learnt about their difficulties. The Centre
asked the Army’s social workers to manage the case
and arrange subsidy from the “Home Environment
Improvement Scheme for the Elderly”. Their kitchen
walls were soon repaired and the problem was
solved.

Uncle Siu said, “I know The Salvation Army won'’t
deceive me. All we needed to do was move away
the kitchen furniture, and it didn’t cost us a penny!” It
is very important for the elderly to feel secure. They
constantly worry that someone may play tricks on
them, or they may spend their life savings and end up
miserable. Therefore, care and assistance from the
community is particularly important for the elderly. '
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Home Environment Improvement
Scheme for the Elderly
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hrough home visits and other activities in the Yaumatei and Tai Po Districts, The Salvation Army
seeks out single elderly folks or old couples who are lacking in financial and/or family support and
helps them apply for government subsidy in order to improve their living conditions. The elderly may also
apply for the installation of basic household appliances such as electric heaters and fans, so that they
can live comfortably at home.
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CSSA Families Serve the Community

hroughout the past 10 years, Mr. Ng has gone

through economic ups and downs, just as many
other people in Hong Kong did. His situation worsened
after the closure of his business, followed by a work
injury. He collapsed, so lost and frustrated.

“If you ask me to describe my career, | would say
that | have not achieved anything”, Mr. Ng answered
definitely. It takes a lot of courage for a man to admit
his own failure. Mr. Ng used to be self-conscious
of others knowing that his family depended on
the government’s Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance (CSSA). He even refused to pick up his
children from school in order to conceal what he
felt was an embarrassing and shameful secret. The
burden of CSSA made it hard for Mr. Ng to accept
himself. He had a bad temper and even considered
committing suicide, but fortunately, he did not.
Everything changed after he met a social worker from
The Salvation Army who was distributing flyers on the
street. He finally overcame his mental obstacles and
reestablished his own values.

“At first | only wanted to ask the social worker how to
educate my children. | never thought that she would
invite me to teach the people in the community how
to use a computer as voluntary work.” That invitation
given to Mr. Ng and his family was something far
beyond their expectations. During the process, Mr.
Ng realised that he was fortunate enough to possess
computer knowledge. He saw his potential and began
teaching and helping many other people - enjoying
every second. He gradually improved emotionally and
his family started to notice the difference.

His daughter, Man-man, says, “Before Dad joined
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Mr. Ng teaches computer courses and experiences the joy of helping himself as well as others.
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Mr. Ng no longer worries about how people look at him. He walks out of his home and picks up his daughter from school.

REEN S LEIMEERBRESIEDVEBERE - REBRES MDEEE o
Mr. Ng and his children help organise group buying at The Salvation Army Tung Chung Family Support Centre, saving a lot

of money for many grassroots families.
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He visits the market at dusk to get cheaper food.

BRORERZETN - SERME - DRDH
As food takes up 50% of his family’s income, only two dishes with less meat and more vegetables are allowed for each

meal.

HARREEE - B—RABIZEREEIR -
The food is simple, but the family enjoys it.

o

The Salvation Army, he would scold me even if | only
dropped a pencil on the floor. Now he would just ask
me to pick it up.”

His changes have benefitted the entire family
and helped them to be more positive despite their
unfortunate living conditions. The five family members
usually share two dishes per each meal. They can
only afford frozen meat, and they rarely dine out.
However, life is not only about money. Through the
encouragement of a Salvation Army social worker, Mr.
Ng took the initiative to serve the community. It has
enriched his spiritual life and created a better future for
him and his children.

Mr. Ng hopes his devotion to his volunteer work
will set a good example for his children, teaching
them how to cope positively with adversities in life.
He even prepares to work again after his recovery.
He is now more determined to improve his family’s
economic situation. [
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WinteriClothingjforithe

Homeless

he Salvation Army has always played a bridging

role in transferring donated clothes and other
objects to the people in need, making the full use
of materials to benefit the community. Winter is the
peak season for resource application. The Salvation
Army needs enormous amounts of winter clothes
to meet the basic needs of the socially vulnerable,
including street sleepers, the elderly, discharged
prisoners and low income families, so that they can
make it through winter. Therefore, The Salvation
Army held the ‘Winter Clothes Collection Campaign
Kick-off Ceremony’ at the end of November 2011,
appealing to fellow citizens to donate their winter
clothes to people without commodity supplies.

On 2 December 2011, before the first cold wave hit
Hong Kong, The Salvation Army Integrated Services
for Street Sleepers distributed warm clothes and
blankets to people living on the street. Apart from
providing warmth and care, The Salvation Army also
encouraged them to make use of the Army’s support
services designed for street sleepers. The Salvation
Army provides relief supplies, employment and
accommodation referral, psychological counseling
and life skills training for street people to break away
from the wandering life.
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Holiday Inn Golden Mile Serves

Christmas Party For Elderly

hristmas is a joyful time for everyone. On 7
December 2011, The Salvation Army and Holiday
Inn Golden Mile visited the elderly and served a
Christmas feast for 120 single elderly beneficiaries of
the Army. In the light of the worsening inflation in Hong
Kong, Holiday Inn Golden Mile presented Christmas
gift packs to the elderly, relieving the pressure of
rocketing food prices. Each gift pack contained a bottle
of canola oil, tea bags, rice, noodles, udons, biscuits
and oatmeal. With such plentiful supplies, the elderly
were able to have a warm and joyful Christmas.
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The Langham Hong Kong Shares
Christmas Gifts With Children

hen our children complain about their
monotonous Christmas gifts, kids from low
income families are content with just a simple present.
Just before Christmas, The Langham Hong Kong
appealed to its diners for donations of educational
toys, stationery and books for the grassroots children
living in Tung Chung, spreading the joy and love of
Christmas.
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The Salvation Army O! Day

& T he Salvation Army O! Day”, the annual

fundraising orienteering event, was held on
7 January. Under the theme, “Inspiring Our Caring
Spirit”, 300 poverty fighters from Hong Kong and
Macau travelled between the two cities following the
routes on a wordless map to discover interesting
landmarks in both cities. All of the participants
overcame the physical challenges and demonstrated
team spirit.

This year, the kick-off ceremony was held at the
Peak, with Mr. Matthew Cheung Kin-chung, GBS,
JP, Secretary for Labour and Welfare, HKSAR and
Dr. the Hon. Sir David K. P. Li, GBM, GBS, OBE, JP,
Chairman of The Salvation Army Advisory Board as
the guests of honour. As soon as the participants
completed the Hong Kong competition zone from
the Peak to Sheung Wan, they headed to Macau
by Turbojet and continued their journey until they
reached the destination at Pui Ching Middle School
(Macau).

The award presentation ceremony was held in Macau
on the same day after The Salvation Army O! Day
competition came to an end. José Lai Hung-seng,
Roman Catholic Bishop of Macau, Mr. long Kong-
io, Director of Social Welfare Bureau of Macau SAR,
Dr. Daniel Tse, Chair of the University Council of
the University of Macau, Mr. Kou Kam-fai, Principal
of Pui Ching Middle School (Macau), Mr. Paul
Pun, Secretary General of Caritas Macau, and Mr.
Stanley Au, Chairman of Delta Asia Financial Group,
officiated at the ceremony together.

The funds raised by O! Day will be used to support
various services to assist in meeting the needs of the
elderly, youth, children, families, street sleepers and
the mentally handicapped in Hong Kong and Macau.
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p Joint Sport Day for the Senior Citizens

Since 2009, The Salvation Army has been
planning of a Joint Sport Day for the Senior
Citizens, hoping to encourage the elderly to maintain
their physical and mental health through doing more
exercise. At the same time, through competitions, the
elderly may be motivated to challenge themselves
with confidence, leaving good memories of their lives.
Sponsored by Xtep (Hong Kong) Enterprise
Limited and jointly organised with LCH Charitable
Foundation Limited, the Xtep Joint Sport Day for the
Senior Citizens was held last November with 500
participating elderly athletes aged over 60. They
gave their best and competed for various prizes
in individual and team events. The events were
specially designed for the elderly participants with
different physical conditions by the therapists of our
Paramedical Service Section.
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AANBEEZSHHERSERENIARE
| wish to support The Salvation Army to serve the needy

O RYEBABNK: 385875 7£Donation Methods
| would like to donate a monthly sum of:
() 25 E GhEds [N E ] CERAE RS BB HE S )
OH K$1 00 O HK$200 By Cheque (Please make cheque payable to"The Salvation Army”and send us with
O HK$500 O HK$ this completed form for a donation receipt.)
© oy e pmm 4o 0 Sk GEEEARRESEE27830363)
O RESEB—BX By Credit Card (Please fax this completed form to 2783 0363)
| would like to make a donation:
O HK$2000 O HK$1000 O VISA O MasterCard
O HK$500 OHK$ O 540171 B Credit card issued by BEA*
(*EEA % F 45 B Exempted from service charge)
BFEE K Donor Information: (FEEEUXIUAS) R AREE Cardholder's Name:
£ E Name: (64 Mr./ Z+ Ms)) fEFAFEEHS Card No.

1820 4525 Donor No. (4038 fAif applicable): RO Expiry Date:

-~ A% Cardholder's Signature:

HoditAddress: MERFERIER - ERERSENAs  BEEHTRTRM )
(Regular donations paid by credit card will be debited automatically from your card until

further notice.)

O T-ELEVEN. (75562 555 B0 RS ERER )

(Cash donation can be made at any outlets in Hong Kong.)
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Authorisation Form will be sent to you soon.)
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Remarks:

1. Donations of $100 or above are tax-deductible with official receipts.

2. Your personal data will be used only for receipting and other communications with you. Please notify us in writing if you do not wish to receive future mailings from The Salvation Army.
For enquiries, please call 2783 2323.
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By leaving a gift to The Salvation Army in your will, you can help to change the lives of the
generations to come and give hope for the future.
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